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Philip S. W. Goldson International Airport





Flight Times

 Airport:                                                                                     Flight (Hr:Min):                  Travel Time
                                                                                                                                              Saved to Belize
New York, New York to Belize is:                                                   04:11               
New York, New York to Antigua and Barbuda is:                        03:57 

Chicago, Illinois to Belize is:                                                          03:54                                01:05
Chicago, Illinois to Antigua and Barbuda is:                               04:59

Miami, Florida to Belize is:                                                             01:30                                 01:35
Miami, Florida to Antigua and Barbuda is:                                  03:05 

Los Angeles, California to Belize is:                                             04:49                                 02:26
Los Angeles, California to Antigua and Barbuda is:                  07:45
Los Angeles, California to Cancun, Mexico is:                           04:43 

Detroit, Michigan to Belize is:                                                       04:01                                  00:39
Detroit, Michigan to Antigua and Barbuda is:                            04:40 



Detroit, Michigan to Belize is:                                                       04:01                                  00:39
New Orleans, Louisiana to Belize is:                                       02:15                                   02:10
New Orleans, Louisiana to Antigua & Barbuda is:               04:25

Dallas, Texas to Belize is:                                                           02:52                                  02:65
Dallas, Texas to Antigua and Barbuda is:                              05:17

Seattle, Washington to Belize is:                                             06:09                                   01:33
Seattle, Washington to Antigua and Barbuda is:                08:23 

San Diego, California to Belize is:                                           04:38                                   02:99
San Diego, California to Antigua and Barbuda is:              07:37 

Atlanta, Georgia to Belize is:                                                    02:50                                    01:52
Atlanta, Georgia to Antigua and Barbuda is:                        04:02 

Paris, France to Belize is:                                                          11:16               
Paris, France to Antigua and Barbuda is:                             08:45 

Beijing, China to Belize is:                                                        16:51                                     01:12
Beijing, China to Antigua and Barbuda is:                           17:23 

Tokyo, Japan to Belize is:                                                         15:43                                     01:84
Tokyo, Japan to Antigua and Barbuda is:                            17:27



The strategic location of Belize 
allows for a growing number of 
Cruise Line and Air Travel 
Visitors

Currently it is estimated that 
more than 300 hundred 
thousand overnight tourists visit 
Belize annually.

In addition, Belize has about 
one million cruise line visitors 
each year who usually arrive in 
the morning and then depart in 
the evening.

Cancun, Mexico draws more 
than two million overnight 
visitors each year. It is located 
within a 6 hr drive, just north of 
Belize on the Yucatan 
Peninsula.



Airlines and Destinations

Airlines:                                                    Destinations:

American Airlines                                   Dallas/Fort Worth, Los Angeles, Miami

Avianca El Salvador                               San Salvador

Copa Airlines                                          Panama City

Delta Airlines                                          Atlanta, Los Angeles

Maya Island Air                                      Cancun, Caye Caulker, Caye Chapel, Corozal, Dangriga, Guatemala City, Placencia, Punta Gorda, 
                                                                  San Pedro, Sula

Southwest Airlines                                 Houston

Tansportes Aereos                                 Flores, Guatemala City

Tropic Air                                                  Belize City-Municipal, Cancun, Caye Caulker, Corozal, Dangriga, Flores, Merida, Placencia, Punta Gorda,
                                                                   Roatan, San Ignacio, San Pedro, San Pedro Sula

US Airways                                               Charlotte



Caribbean Cruise Lines









Cruise Ships





Tourism and Attractions

Billed ToucanSouth American Jaguar

Scarlet Macaw

Black Howler Monkey



Belize is a country with a rich variety of wildlife. It is in a unique position between both North and South 

America, and offers a wide range of climates and habitats for plant and animal life. Belize's low human 

population and approximately 22,970 square kilometres (8,867 sq mi) of undistributed land makes for an ideal 

home for the more than 5,000 species of plants, and hundreds of species of animals, including armadillos, 

snakes, and monkeys. 

The Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary is a 

nature reserve in south-central Belize 

established to protect the forests, fauna and 

watersheds of an approximately 400 square 

kilometer area of the eastern slopes of the 

Maya Mountains. The reserve was founded in 

1990 as the first wilderness sanctuary for the 

jaguar and is regarded by one author as the 

premier site for jaguar preservation in the 

world. 

The Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary
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Fantastic animal species such as the South American Jaguar, the Baird's Tapir roam these magnificent lands 

and dwell within the lush forests. Well over 600 different species of of birds, such as the Jabiru Stork which has a 

wingspan of 12 ft, call this area home.

South American Jaguar Baird’s Tapir Jabiru Stork Red Footed Booby

Purple Gallinules
Long Tail Spotted Cat (Margay)

Love Birds



Cocksomb Basin Wildlife Preserve



The Belize Barrier Reef is home to a large diversity of plants and animals, 

and is one of the most diverse ecosystems of the world:

 70 hard coral species

 36 soft coral species

 500 species of fish

 hundreds of invertebrate species

With 90% of the reef still to be researched, some estimate that only 10% of 

all species have been discovered.

Belize Barrier Reef
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Recent History: Belize Atolls and Great Blue Hole First Explored By Jacques Cousteau
“The sense of isolation and remoteness that accompanies a visit to the atolls, belies a rich history. Although only 

archaeological traces remain, it appears the ancient Maya inhabited at least a few of the atoll islands for more than 1,000 

years. The recorded history of the atolls begins in the early 16th century with the arrival of the Europeans. From 1528 to 

1532 Spanish explorers researched and and charted the coastline and offshore reefs of Belize and the Yucatan.

“Original names known to the indigenous inhabitants or given by the first Spanish explorers are now obscured. The only 

names that have survived are published on charts discovered decades after their making. It appears that Turneffe used to 

be called Terre Nef; Lighthouse Reef, Quattro Cayas (four cayes) or Eastern Reef; and Glover’s Reef, Longorif. The present 

names evolved with English discovery and occupation in the 1750s. Glover’s Reef was named for the English pirate John 

Glover, who used this particular atoll as a hideout. Lighthouse Reef was renamed after a navigational light was permanently 

established on Half Moon Caye.” In 1836 the famous biologist-evolutionist Charles Darwin paid homage to these 

remarkable formations when he said the Belize atolls and the Belize Barrier Reef constitute “..the richest and most 

remarkable coral reefs in the entire western Caribbean.” In the mid 1970s Jacques Cousteau’s Calypso made its famous 

investigation of the Great Blue Hole and the Belize atolls, which corresponds to the arrival of dive travel to the region.





The Great Blue Hole is a world-class destination for recreational scuba divers attracted by the opportunity to dive in crystal-

clear waters and see myriad species of marine life including tropical fish and spectacular coral formations.

The marine life in these areas includes nurse sharks, giant groupers, and several types of reef sharks such as the Caribbean 

reef shark and the Blacktip shark. Dive excursions to the Great Blue Hole are full-day trips, that usually consist of one dive in 

the Blue Hole and two additional dives in nearby reefs. The Great Blue Hole is in our list of Top 10 Reasons Why You Should 

Visit Belize.

The Great Blue Hole is a large underwater sinkhole off the coast of Belize. It lies near the center of Lighthouse Reef, a small 

atoll 100 kilometers (62 mi) from the mainland of Belize City.

The hole is circular in shape, over 300 metres (984 ft.) across and 125 metres (410 ft.) deep. The world’s largest natural 

formation of its kind, the Great Blue Hole is part of the larger Barrier Reef Reserve System, a World Heritage Site of the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

Glyn Collinson, a NASA scientist who recently dived the Great Blue Hole described it thus:

http://www.belize.com/top-ten-reasons-why-you-should-visit-belize
http://www.belize.com/top-ten-reasons-why-you-should-visit-belize
http://www.belize.com/top-ten-reasons-why-you-should-visit-belize


Belize Barrier Reef Reserve System lies about half a mile off the windward side of the island. It is the longest barrier reef in 
the Western Hemisphere and the second longest in the world.

Belize Barrier Reef



To the east of the Barrier Reef are three separate atoll reefs. There is also a fourth atoll reef, Banco Chinchorro, just to the 

north in Mexican waters, which will be of particular interest to wreck divers.

The three Belize atoll reefs are formed on two tiers of submarine ridges: Turneffe and Glover's on one ridge and Lighthouse 

on a separate ridge farther to the east. This accounts for their similar outlines and NE-SW orientations. Deep marine 

trenches separate the two ridges.

http://www.ambergriscaye.com/pages/town/divebancochinchorro.html


Flying south into Belize, you can see the reef as an unbroken chain of white surf running along the Caribbean coast of the 

Yucatan Peninsula and continuing south almost the whole length of the country to the Ranguana and Sapodilla Cayes.

But the Belize Barrier Reef Reserve System is more than just a decorative sideshow. Without it the island would not exist for 

it serves as a natural break water protecting the beach from erosion by the waves, and sheltering the caye and its 

inhabitants. The remarkably clear and shallow water inside the reef allows excellent viewing of the fabulous marine life of 

the area. Rainbow tinged tropical fish, delicate sea fans and majestic coral gardens abound. Outside the reef, the seabed 

drops sharply in a series of plateau to depths of thousands of feet. Out here in the blue are found the game fish - mackerel, 

kingfish, wahoo, tuna, sailfish and marlin.



Although it looks like dead stone, the reef is in fact a living wall formed by millions of coral organisms. These coral are 

carnivorous animals, known as polyps, which eat small sea creatures that float by, capturing them with stinging tentacles. 

They feed, however, only at night, pulling their tentacles back into the skeleton during the day. Within the reef skeleton live 

minute blue green algae. These give off oxygen which the coral polyps breathe; the algae, in turn absorb the carbon dioxide 

which the polyps give off, forming thus a genuine symbiotic relationship. Coral are multicoloured varying from gold to red, 

orange, green, brown and yellow The soft, living tube shaped coral polyp protects itself by forming a hard layer of calcium 

carbonate called the corallite. Colonies of these polyps form the structure of the coral reef growing in strange and exotic 

shapes that give the different varieties their popular names, such as brain coral, staghorn coral and elkhorn coral.



World Class Sport Fishing









The Inland Belize Blue Hole



The Inland Blue Hole is sinkhole formed by the collapse of an underground river channel. The exposed section of the 

underground Cave’s Branch River tributary can be viewed for about 150 feet before it disappears again beneath the surface.

Located just off the Hummingbird Highway, the inland Blue Hole steps lead to a 30 foot deep pool, for which the park is 

named. The cool, turquoise waters, surrounded by dense rain forest, overhung with mosses, vines and ferns are the perfect 

spot for a cool and relaxing dip.

Facilities are limited to park rangers during working hours and you can enjoy an exhilarating soak in year-round cool water 

in perennial shade of rainforest and hills that shield the visitor from the tropical sun. The pool is fed by the Cave’s Branch 

River and disappears underground around a small sandy beach. A nature walk and St. Herman’s Cave are nearby as is the 

Belize Caves Branch River. This is easily accessible a short 15 minute walk or a 5 minute drive across the highway into the 

area of Ian Anderson’s jungle lodge. The river in this area is spectacular and is accessible to the general public during 

working hours.





St. Herman’s Cave
St .Herman’s Cave is located about 450 meters off the Hummingbird Highway in the neighborhood of the inland Blue Hole. 

The largest of the three known entrances to St. Herman’s Cave sits in a sinkhole 180 feet wide narrowing to a 60-foot wide 

entrance.

Concrete steps over stone steps once cut by the Maya make for easy access for visitors.

A trail with markers is provided within the cave. It is about a half mile through to the first exit.

Once inside, visitors can scale large boulders and navigate through the water course, while admiring stunning cave 

formations.

After exploring the cave, you can hike through a 2 mile interpretive trail.





Xunantunich (pronounced /ʃunantunitch/) is an Ancient Maya archaeological site in western Belize, about 80 miles (130 km) west of Belize 
City, in the Cayo District. Xunantunich is located atop a ridge above the Mopan River, well within sight of the Guatemala border – which is a 
mere 1 kilometre (0.62 mi) to the west. It served as a Maya civic ceremonial center in the Late and Terminal Classic periods to the Belize 
Valley region. At this time, when the region was at its peak, nearly 200,000 people lived in Belize.

Xunantunich’s name means "Stone Woman" in the Maya language (Mopan and Yucatec combination name), and, like many names given to 

Maya archaeological sites, is a modern name; the ancient name is currently unknown. The "Stone Woman" refers to the ghost of a woman 

claimed by several people to inhabit the site, beginning in 1892. She is dressed completely in white, and has fire-red glowing eyes. She 

generally appears in front of "El Castillo", ascends the stone stairs, and disappears into a stone wall.

The first modern explorations of the site were conducted by Thomas Gann in the mid-1890s. Gann moved from Britain and served as the 

district surgeon and district commissioner of Cayo, British Honduras, starting in 1892. He chose this area to settle in because he had an 

interest in Mayan archaeology, and he wished to be able to explore the (at the time) unknown wonders of the indigenous people. Gann’s 

successor, Sir J. Eric S. Thompson, implemented a more methodical approach, and was able to establish the region’s first ceramic 

chronology. The main recent archaeological teams to work at Xunantunich and the surrounding region are the Xunantunich Archaeological 

Project (XAP) and the Xunantunich Settlement Survey (XSS).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maya_civilization
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Altun Ha /ɑːlˈtuːn hɑː/ is the name given to the ruins of an ancient Mayan city in Belize, located in the Belize District about 30 miles (50 km) 

north of Belize City and about 6 miles (10 km) west of the shore of the Caribbean Sea. The site covers an area of about 5 miles (8 km) square. 

Stones from the ruins of the ancient structures were reused for residential construction of the agricultural village of Rockstone Pond in 

modern times, but the ancient site did not come to the attention of archeologists until 1963. The Old Northern Highway connects Altun Ha to 

Belize's Northern Highway, and the site is accessible for tourism. The largest of Altun Ha's temple-pyramids, the "Temple of the Masonry 

Altars", is 54 feet (16 m) high. A drawing of this structure is the logo of Belize's leading brand of beer, "Belikin".

Altun Ha was occupied for many centuries, from about B.C. 900 to A.D. 1000. Most of the information on Altun Ha comes from the Classic 

Period from about A.D. 400 to A.D. 900, when the city was at its largest.
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Researchers have uncovered historic Mayan treasures as well as non-perishable artifacts. These include ceramic bowls; shell beads; jadeite 

anklets, bracelets and beads; pearls; pyrite and hematite artifacts; and, the most outstanding of all, a carved jade head of the Sun God, Kinich 

Ahau. The jade head has a height of 14.9 cm, a circumference of 45.9 cm and a weight of 4.42 kg. The jade head was placed at the pelvis of 

the body, with the face of the jade boulder facing the skull. The Sun God’s Tomb marks the starting point for tomb construction in Structure B-

4 during the Late Classic period. The unusual form of this tomb shows the distinctive cultural aspects of Altun Ha and the Caribbean zone 

compared to the inland Classic Maya sites. Pendergast suggests that with so much jade found at the site, the jade head may have been 

carved at the site with imported jade. The giant jade head also suggests that this small site had a strong status as a trade or ceremonial 

center. Pendergast also suggests that this tomb contained a priest that was associated with the Sun God, and that Structure B-4 was in fact 

dedicated to this deity, based on this one artifact. More recent research however, has shown that this interpretation may be incorrect. Recent 

research suggests that this giant jade head is actually a Jester God. When drawing this figure spread out on a plane, the figure on this carving 

shows more of a resemblance to a bird deity with maize iconography, not Kinich Ahau. The Jester God is an early symbol of Maya rulership 

and is usually seen iconographically in the head, or in this case the jade head. With so many artifacts associated with this tomb, it is clear that 

the male buried in here was of great importance. The Jester God argument is a better fit for what this person represented, which would also 

correlate with this being the first tomb constructed in Structure B-4.

Historic Mayan Treasures
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10 Reasons to Retire in Belize
This English-speaking country is an affordable and exciting retirement spot.

By Kathleen Peddicord May 29, 2013 | 10:22 a.m. EDT More

Five years ago, Macarena Rose decided to relocate from Florida to Belize. “I said enough to the uncertainty and the worries of life in the 

United States and opted for a new life, in a new country,” she says. “The American Dream of a comfortable middle-class lifestyle in retirement 

may be harder and harder to realize in the United States, but it is alive and well in this beautiful little English-speaking country. And your 

retirement income, whatever it is, can stretch much, much further here.” Here are 10 reasons Belize is such an appealing retirement spot:

● The economy of Belize is stable. This country has one of the lowest inflation rates in the world.

● English is the official language. Belize is the only country in Latin America where this is true.

● Belize is close by. You can get to it in two hours or less from Houston and many points on the east coast. You can easily visit your 

family and friends (and grandkids) often and vice versa. Living in Belize, you'll be surprised how many visitors you'll have from back 

home.

● The laws are familiar. The system of law in Belize is based on that of the British and therefore familiar and comfortable for 

Americans.

http://www.usnews.com/topics/author/kathleen-peddicord
http://money.usnews.com/money/blogs/On-Retirement/2012/12/04/best-overseas-retirement-options-for-2013


● Real estate is affordable. Belize is not the cheapest place in Central America to buy real estate, but the cost can be amazingly low 

compared with the cost of comparable property in the United States.

● Low taxes. The government of Belize welcomes you and isn't going to excessively tax you. Depending on where and how you earn 

your income, you could have zero tax liability as a retiree in this country.

● Retirement perks. If you're 45 or over, you can take advantage of a "retiree" program to help you establish legal residency in Belize 

and enjoy special benefits and tax advantages.

●  Belize itself. This is a natural paradise of sun, sea and surf. The barrier reef offshore is second in size only to that in Australia and 

should be on everyone's bucket list. Inland are the famed rainforest and Mayan ruins, which are more bucket list items. Throughout 

Belize you'll find exotic flora and fauna. This is a country where Mother Nature has outdone herself.

● The sense of community. The joy of family life and community are Belizeans' biggest priorities.

● The expat community. Belize is a quirky country that has been attracting expats and retirees from around the world for decades. 

These are like-minded people who want to make their own way and live well on what they've got. Expats bring their dreams to this 

country, and Belize helps to make them come true.

Kathleen Peddicord is the founder of the Live and Invest Overseas publishing group. With more than 28 years experience covering this beat, 

Kathleen reports daily on current opportunities for living, retiring, and investing overseas in her free e-letter. Her newest book, How To Buy Real 

Estate Overseas, published by Wiley & Sons, is the culmination of decades of personal experience living and investing around the world.
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The Basics of Belize Retirement
 

Cost of Living
 

For those who are used to prices in the U.S., Canada and Europe, retiring to Belize can be a bargain.  Housing in Belize is in general significantly 
less than comparable housing in the U.S., Canada or Europe.  Also hiring a housekeeper or a cook to help around the house is affordable, with a 
full-time housekeeper costing about US$15 to US$20 per day.  Utilities are relatively inexpensive also, about 25% less than in North America.  

Belize's tropical climate eliminates expensive winter fuel bills and the sea breeze mean less air conditioning.
 

If you learn to live as Belizeans live, such as buying local produce, you can reduce expenses even more.  A retired couple with US$2,000 per 
month can live in style in Belize.
 What makes Belize different?

This small Central American country, nestled just south of Mexico and east of Guatemala boasts a population of kind, friendly people, a long-
standing stable, democratic government, quality and affordable healthcare, a progressive and growing infrastructure, and a positive attitude on 

protecting its' pristine natural resources.
 

Belize, with the Caribbean to the East and a plethora of waterfalls, rivers and lagoons, is a land with an abundance of water-based activities for 
active people.  Those features coupled with the mountains, caves and rainforests, provide the splendor and treasure of terrain, temperature and 

one of the most diverse ecosystems in the world, further yielding an unparalleled number of fauna and flora relative to its size. With so many 
people throughout the world exploring and relocating to Belize, it serves as an incredible location to a growing number of expatriates from the 

U.S., Canada and Europe. And what do you do when you get there?  Basically anything you want. Retirees can easily meet new friend with 
whom to explore the infinite number of activities Belize has to offer. Belize is the perfect, open-minded, welcoming destination to re-invent 

yourself.



Why choose Belize to retire?
 

Belize has all the comforts of home for less money in a relaxed tropical paradise.  It has become the ultimate relocation and retirement 
destination. The warmth of its people and its' climate have attracted thousands of Americans, Canadians and Europeans, but the advantages of 

living in Belize extend far beyond its tropical hot-spot reputation.
 

More information for potential retirees...
 

Belizean Food
 

Belize food may be a different than what you are accustomed to, as with living or retiring to any country, but you will probably enjoy the 
natural differences... an endless variety of inexpensive fresh meats, fish, market fruits and vegetables. 

Strategic, Accessible Location

Belize is conveniently located close to the U.S., Mexico and Caribbean islands, which makes for quick and easy access by plane from the U.S.

There is a centrally located international airport just outside Belize City. There are commuter flights throughout the country going to and from 
the major towns. The taxi drivers are friendly and knowledgeable guides.

 
People

Belizeans are wonderful because they are such a friendly, spirited, educated, polite and kind people. They are open-minded and eager to assist.



Government Stability
 

Belize is a British Commonwealth country with a longstanding democratic tradition and independent judiciary.
 

21 Reasons to Retire to Belize
● The low cost of living in Belize is a major draw for North Americans and Europeans whether permanently relocating or merely having a 

second home or vacation getaway.

● The Belize Government offers excellent retirement advantages and incentives.

● Belize is the only English speaking country in Central America.  All signs and government forms are in English.  English is the primary 

language taught and spoken in all schools.

● Foreigners can own real estate in Belize.

● Belize is close to the United States and Canada enabling travel back and forth quickly and inexpensively.

● Belizeans are friendly and charming.  Even first time visitors are welcomed by their genuine hospitality.

● Title to property in Belize may be taken individually, jointly or in a corporate name.

● You receive fee simple title to your property when purchasing in Belize.

● There is easy access to find a building lot to construct your dream home.

● Financing is often available when purchasing property in Belize.



● The government of this Caribbean haven is offering incentives to encourage more tourism.

● Cruise ship tourism is up 300% in five years. This tropical paradise is on the way to becoming the best destination for retirees, expats 

and property owners.

● Belize is a British Commonwealth country with a longstanding democratic tradition and independent judiciary.

● Belize is naturally beautiful, with an abundance of natural resources and things to see such as aqua blue waters, quiet beaches, an 

extensive diversity of birds and wildlife, Mayan ruins, waterfalls, rainforests, rivers, caves and tropical forests.

● Belize protects 60% of its tropical forests with over 500 species of birds.

● Belize has some of the friendliest, kindest people in the world.

● There is a stable, fixed exchange rate. US$1=BZ$2.

● Belize has the second largest barrier reef in the world making its' waters some of the best dive sites in the Hemisphere.

● Belize offers superb river fishing, fly fishing and big game fishing.

● Belize was once a center of the ancient Mayan world.

● The sizeable retirement community offers opportunities to meet and socialize.



Belize: Your Tax Haven for Privacy and Profits
 

Today, when more governments are snooping on citizens and more courts are seizing property, Belize stands out as one of a dwindling 

number of safe tax havens where you can still ensure privacy and protect your assets.

In the early 1990s, the government of Belize consulted with professionals in Guernsey and several other top safe havens before drafting 

legislation that would enable Belize to achieve similar status.



Legislation included the International Business Companies Act, the Trusts Act, and the Offshore Banking Act, all of which have moved Belize 

to the forefront of the international financial service jurisdictions. Moreover, to attract retirees from other countries, Belize also adopted a 

“qualified permanent residence law,” which allows retirees to enjoy a tax-free lifestyle.

Individuals and companies establishing themselves in Belize are finding a government committed to privacy and a no-tax system. These 

advantages, combined with an English-speaking population and laws similar to our own, make Belize one of the world’s top tax havens–a 

truly safe locale for your money.

Income Tax in Belize

Income tax is charged at a rate of 25%, and for residents of Belize, the first $10,000 of their annual income is exempt. Pension income is also 

exempt.

To qualify for residency, an individual must be present in Belize for 183 days or more during a calendar year. There’s no graduated scale of 

taxation like in the U.S. and many other countries. Property taxes depend entirely on the type of property and start at 1% of the assessed 

value. Belize currently has no capital gains tax.

Though Belizean tax law is far simpler than the U.S. tax code, always consult a knowledgeable attorney, especially if you spend more than 

183 days in the country during a calendar year.
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IBCs

Even if you are not a QRP, the laws allow you to avoid income taxes altogether by transferring income and assets (though not real estate) into 

a Belizean International Business Corporation (IBC). Dividends to you from the IBC are not taxable.

Real Estate Tax in Belize

Currently, property transfer taxes are at 10%, and attorney fees usually equal 2%, including miscellaneous expenses. The buyer usually pays 

around 12.5% for closing costs, based on the total purchase price of the real estate  . If you are a resident under the Qualified Retired Persons 

incentive program, the 5% on non-citizens is waived.

Property Taxes in Belize

Belize’s property taxes vary but are between 1% and 1.5% of the value of the undeveloped land. In Belize, property taxes outside cities are 

based on land value rather than the developed value of the property, to encourage development. Property taxes on homes and other 

developed land even in cities are low. For example, the property tax on a four-bedroom U.S.-style home would likely be in the range of $100 to 

$200. There is no capital gains tax in Belize.
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Belize is an English speaking country in South America. Belize has a well developed offshore financial sector. Belize is popular among tourist 
destination and revenues gained from tourism along with those from the offshore financial center play a major role in the economy and 

infrastructural development of Belize. 

The offshore jurisdiction of Belize also falls in the category of tax havens. Belize offers quality offshore services such offshore banking, the 
incorporation of offshore companies or International Business Companies IBC, formation of Belize trusts, foundations among other services. As a 

tax haven Belize is one of the tax free havens of the world. International business companies incorporated in tax haven Belize pay no taxes on 
income earned from abroad. According to Belize offshore companies legislation income earned abroad can be dividends, profits gained, interests 

earned, etc. Dividends paid by Belize offshore companies to persons who are not residents of tax haven Belize are not taxed. 

Belize offshore companies pay no capital gains tax, estate tax, withholding tax, inheritance tax etc. in tax haven Belize. Belize companies and 
Belize trusts are exempted from Stamp Duty which would normally be paid on business transactions including transfers carried out on behalf of 

such entities. One of the characteristics of a tax haven is that it must have zero taxation or very low tax regimes in place. Belize offshore companies 
are guaranteed to remain tax free business entities as long as they do not carry out business or investment activity in the jurisdiction owns no 

property in Belize and owns no shares in a Belize Domestic Company or Belize onshore company. 

Belize offshore banks pay no taxes in offshore tax haven Belize. The holders of offshore bank accounts are not taxed on the interest 
accumulated by offshore bank accounts. Belize offshore bank accounts are not subjected to repatriation tax or capital gains tax.  As a tax haven 
Belize provides confidentiality and privacy for its offshore investors and clients. When incorporating a Belize offshore corporation the names and 

addresses of the shareholders and company directors are not filed with the Registrar therefore this is not made part of public records. Further 
privacy and confidentiality can be given to the beneficial owners of Belize offshore companies by using nominee shareholders and directors. 



Belize offshore corporations can be registered with one shareholder and one director who can be the same person. The directors of Belize 
offshore companies can be another Belize corporation. The structure of Belize international business companies is set up in a way to provide 

beneficial owners with a flexible business structure which is easy to manage. The tax haven of Belize has become a safe place to bank because of 
its offshore banking legislation. In tax haven Belize much emphasis is placed on protecting the privacy of offshore bank clients. 

The Belize offshore bank legislation guaranteed confidentiality for bank account holders. All information regarding offshore bank accounts and 
offshore bank account holders is confidential. The name of offshore bank account holders cannot be disclosed. Information regarding offshore 

bank account can only be disclosed if a court order has been given out or in cases of criminal investigations. Failure to comply will result in fines and 
penalties. 

As a tax haven Belize does not maintain double tax treaties with any foreign nation. In keeping with the policy of tax havens the financial records 
and tax information of offshore clients who use the tax haven of Belize will be safe from the tax authorities of their individual governments. Belize 

has no exchange controls in place. This facilitates the movement of funds from Belize to other countries or trading partners. The absence of 
exchange controls makes it very easy for offshore companies to engage in global trading. The affairs of Belize offshore companies remain private to 

them in the tax haven of Belize. The annual financial statement of international business companies incorporated in the tax haven of Belize is 
according to legislation the concern of the offshore company. International business companies of tax haven Belize are not mandated by law to 

present its annual accounting records to authorities in Belize. These records are to be kept for benefit of the corporation’s shareholders and 
directors. 

The offshore tax haven of Belize has a very stable economy which is encouraging for investors. Belize is  a jurisdiction that can be used for tax 
planning and reducing tax liabilities. Belize provides quality asset protection since the jurisdiction does not allowing “piercing of the veil” to occur. 

Belize has a well developed communications systems which allows for the modernization of the ways in which offshore services are provided. There 
is no need for a client to travel to the tax haven of Belize to set up a trust, offshore corporation or offshore bank account.


